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Great Books Program Students

Andrew Ashburn
"The only true wisdom is in knowing 

you know nothing." Socrates

Gloria Alves
“As room without books is as a body 

without a soul.” Cicero

Allyson Anderson
“The heart has its reasons, of which 

reason knows nothing.” Blaise Pascal

Katelyn Anderson
"No man or woman, coward or brave, can 

shun his destiny." Homer

John Abraham
“All I know is that I know nothing.” 

Socrates

Madeleine Anthony
“...I was born into this life which leads 

to death—or should I say, this death 

which leads to life?” Augustine

Joan Babecka
“Good and ill have not changed since yesteryear; nor are 

they one thing among Elves and Dwarves and another 

among Men. It is a man's part to discern them, as much in 

the Golden Wood as in his own house.” J.R.R. Tolkien 

Eva Brents
“Every art and every inquiry, and 

similarly every action and pursuit, is 

thought to aim at some good.”

Aristotle



John Mark Cayer
“Roman, remember by your strength to rule 

Earth’s peoples- for your arts are to be these: 

To pacify, to impose the rule of law, to spare 

the conquered, battle down the proud.” Virgil

Robert Chappell
“From my great-grandfather [I learned] not to have 

frequented public schools, and to have good teachers 

at home, and to know that on such things a man 

should spend liberally.” Marcus Aurelius

Maxine Cox
"Outward things cannot touch the soul, not in the 

least degree; nor have they admission to the soul, 

nor can they turn or move the soul; but the soul 

turns and moves itself alone." Marcus Aurelius

Sophie Cash
“If you are who you should be you will set 

the world ablaze.” St. Catherine of Siena

Alyssa Cunningham
"As each one has received a gift, use it to 

serve one another as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace." 1 Peter 4:10 

Francesca Carney
"True knowledge exists in knowing that you 

know nothing."- Socrates  

Galahad Carmack
“For a man to conquer himself is the 

first and noblest of all victories.” Plato

Johnathan Cunningham
"Conversion is a matter of a moment. 

Sanctification is the work of a lifetime"-

The Way by Josemaria Escriva



Niall Devlin
"Rage - Goddess, sing the rage of Pelius' son Achilles, 

murderous, doomed, that cost the Acheans countless losses, 

hurling down to the House of Death so many sturdy soles, 

great fighters soles, but made their bodies carrion, feast for 

the dogs and birds, and the will of Zeus was moving toward 

its end. Begin, Muse, when the two first broke and clashed, 

Agamemnon lord of men and brilliant Achilles." Homer

Ciely Daly
“If more of us valued food and cheer and 

song above hoarded gold, it would be a 

merrier world.” J.R.R. Tolkien

Damian Damato
“Finally, from so little sleeping and so much 

reading, his brain dried up and he went completely 

out of his mind.” Cervantes

Mark Francis
“Through me the way is to the city dolent; 

Through me the way is to eternal dole; 

Through me the way among the people lost. 

Justice incited my sublime Creator; Created 

me divine Omnipotence, The highest 

Wisdom and the primal Love. Before me 

there were no created things, Only eterne, 

and I eternal last. All hope abandon, ye who 

enter in!” Dante

Veronica Felipe
“We are what we repeatedly do. 

Excellence, then, is not an act, but a 

habit.” Aristotle

Micah Glass
"Anybody remotely interesting is mad 

in some way or another.”

Dr. Who



Robert Gleason
“Happiness is an activity of soul in 

accordance with perfect virtue…” Aristotle

John Gleason
“[T]he mightiest power of all is wielded by that Love 

whose just and temperate consummation, whether in 

heaven  or on earth, tends toward the good.” Plato

Aubrey Gulick
“The difficulty is not to avoid death, but 

to avoid unrighteousness, for that runs 

faster than death.” Plato

Mary Huffman
"The future starts today, not tomorrow.”

St. John Paul II

Marshall Harmon
”I will give your mind wings on which to lift 

itself; all disquiet shall be driven away and you 

will be able to return safely to your homeland. I 

will be your guide, your path and your 

conveyance.” Boethius

Cecilia Huckins
“Nothing is miserable unless you think it so; and 

on the other hand, nothing brings happiness 

unless you are content with it.” Boethius 

Evelina Henderson
“Until I know this sure uncertainty, I'll entertain 

the offered fallacy.”

Shakespeare

Anna Kapp
“Love in action is a harsh and dreadful thing 

compared to love in dreams.” Dostoevsky



Keelin Kelley
"On the day of judgement, surely, we shall not be 

asked what we have read but what we have done; 

not how well we have spoken but how well we have 

lived.“ Thomas a Kempis 

Karra Koch
"Everyone is a moon and has a dark 

side which he never shows to 

anybody." Mark Twain

Kezia Kirchner
“There is no greatness where there is not 

simplicity, goodness, and truth.” 

Tolstoy

Catherine Kniaz
"You cannot impose anything on a free 

mind, and you cannot move from its state of 

inner tranquility a mind at peace with itself 

and firmly founded on reason." Boethius

Anatolia Kozinski (right)

“End? No, the journey doesn’t end here. Death is just another 

path, one which we all must take. The grey rain curtain of this 

world rolls back, and all turns to silver glass. And then you see it: 

white shores, and beyond, a far green country, under a swift 

sunrise.” J.R.R. Tolkien

Sophie Kozinski
“I cannot teach anybody anything, I can only 

make them think.” Socrates

Jonathan Kenney
"Hope, danger's comforter, may be 

indulged in by those who have abundant 

resources, if not without loss, at all events 

without ruin.“ The Melian Dialogue

Erin Kee
"I am not afraid of the danger; if it means 

death, It will not be the worst of deaths—

death without honor." Antigone



Georgya Mazier
"For it is not histories I write, 

but lives." Plutarch

Gwyneth McNiff
" ...those who do not observe the movements of their 

own minds must of necessity be unhappy."  

Marcus Aurelius

Xavier Marvin
“Midway upon the journey of our life

I found myself within a forest dark

For the straightforward pathway had been lost.” Dante

Lucy von Marburg
"Either write something worth reading, or do 

something worth writing." 

Benjamin Franklin

Francesca McGinnity
“When life itself seems lunatic, who knows where madness lies? 

Perhaps to be too practical is madness. To surrender dreams — this 

may be madness. Too much sanity may be madness — and maddest 

of all: to see life as it is, and not as it should be!” Cervantes

Ethan Marsh
"Depart [from this life] then satisfied, for the one 

who releases thee is satisfied."  Marcus Aurelius, 

Stephen Offer
“If something is important enough 

you should try, even if the probable 

outcome is failure.” Elon Musk

Avery Phibbs
“You gwyne to have considable trouble in yo’ life, en

considable joy. Sometimes you gwyne to git hurt, en

sometimes you gwyne to git sick; but every time 

you’s gwyne to git well agin.” Mark Twain



Monica Phibbs Teresa Pierce 
“Anyone can become angry—that is easy, but 

to be angry with the right person at the right 

time, and for the right purpose and in the 

right way - that is not within everyone's 

power and that is not easy.” Aristotle

Jessica Philips
“It was pride that changed angels into devils; it is 

humility that makes men as angels.” Augustine

Stephania Romaniuk

Drew Russell
“If I have done any noble action, that is a 

sufficient memorial; if I have done nothing 

noble, all the statues in the world will not 

preserve my memory.” Plutarch

Jacinta Richards
“Let him that would move the world first 

move himself.” Socrates 

Lydia Schaeffer
"That famous saying of old Cato's: When he was asked what was the most 

profitable feature of an estate, he replied: 'Raising cattle successfully.' What 

next to that?  'Raising cattle with fair success.‘ And next? 'raising cattle with 

but slight success.' And fourth? 'Raising crops.‘ And when his questioner said 

'How about money-lending?‘ Cato replied 'How about murder?’” Cicero

Gemma Sanchez-O’Brien
"With purity and with holiness I will pass my 

life and practice my Art.” Hippocrates



Robyn Steele
“I am the wisest man alive, for I know one 

thing, and that is that I know nothing.” Plato

Julia Schroeder
“Imagination rules the world.” 

Napoleon Bonaparte

Freya Slocumb
"Kindness is the language the deaf can 

hear and the blind can see.” Mark Twain

Trae Sheehan
"We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, 

then, is not an act, but a habit." Aristotle

Brendon Schneibel
"They (the Spartans) made it evident to 

every man and to the King (Xerxes) 

himself,not least of all, that human beings 

are many but men are few." Herodotus

Michael Teoli
"We do not step into the same river twice.”

Heraclitus 

Elizabeth Vrklan
“Those who tell the stories rule society.” Plato

Sarah Visconti



Leo Ware
"I tremble for my country when I reflect 

that God is just.“ Thomas Jefferson

Faustina Whittaker
"The roots of Education are bitter but the 

fruit is sweet.” Aristotle

Peter Weber
“To love means loving the unlovable. To forgive 

means pardoning the unpardonable. Faith means 

believing the unbelievable. Hope means hoping 

when everything seems hopeless.” Chesterton
Brandon Wainscott

“Fathers and teachers, I ponder, "What is hell?" I 

maintain that it is the suffering of being unable to 

love...they talk of hell fire in the material sense. I 

don't go into that mystery and I shun it. But I 

think if there were fire in material sense, they 

would be glad of it, for I imagine that in material 

agony, their still greater spiritual agony would be 

forgotten for a moment. Moreover, that spiritual 

agony cannot be taken from them, for that 

suffering is not external but within them.” 

Dostoevsky 

Amanda Watson
“The bag wants flour.”

Samians to the Spartans

Lisa Zumbrum
“From him who has received most, will the 

greatest reckoning be demanded, because of 

the power he has by this help.” Pascal

Matthew Zimmerman
"The gods living in bliss are fond of no 

wrongdoing, but honor discipline and 

right behavior.“ Homer



Socratic Discussions and Philosophy for Children Students

Kristoff  Boor
“I’m Batman!”

Batman

Andrew Cash
“You alone, Lord, make me secure.” 

Psalm 4:9

Caleb Cash
“Pray as though everything depended on God. 

Work as though everything depended on you.“

St. Augustine

Henry Cash
Gabriel Cumming

"The mind of the intelligent man acquires 

knowledge; the ears of the wise seek out 

knowledge." Proverbs 18:15 

Garret Clingman
"Get off the couch and run!"

Natalia Cumming
“Better is a poor man who walks in 

his integrity than a rich man who is 

crooked in his ways.”

Proverbs 28:6

Nicholas Costello

Diogenes Adames
“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a 

mystery, but today is a gift. That's why 

we call it the present.”



Kateri EspositoKelaine Egan Daniel Fiallo
"A virtuous and useful life untimely ended is always 

tragical to those who see not as God sees." 

Louisa May Alcott

Adele Gulick
"Always forward." St. Junipero Serra

Cecilia Gulick
"Love serves.“

St. Bernard of Clairvaux

Yusuf  Haydar
“It’s your road, and yours alone. 

Others may walk it with you, but no 

one can walk it for you.” Rumi

LinLan Holzman-Crass
"Yesterday is history, Tomorrow is a 

mystery, Today is a gift."

Maezy Haldeman
"Not all those who wander are lost." 

J.R.R. Tolkien



Liz Jaindl
“It is well that war is so terrible, otherwise we 

would grow too fond of it.” Robert E Lee

Elizabeth Kim 
"Nunc aut numquam. (Now or never.)" 

Anonymous 

Joshua Kim
"Is it true that you want it? Then act 

like you mean it." Shakira

Dominic Lang
"Off with their heads!" Lewis Carroll

Brighid McNiff
"I'm going to go stand outside, if anyone 

asks I'm outstanding.“ Anonymous

Rachel Myers
"Every day may not be good, but there is 

something good in every day."

Colin Olson
“Winners never quit, and quitters never win”

Vince Lombardi

Julianna Koch
"I don't know half of you half as well as I 

should like; and I like less than half of you half 

as well as you deserve!“ J.R.R. Tolkien



Naomi Patt
"Be comforted, dear soul!  There is always 

light behind the clouds." Louisa May Alcott

Trinity Rojas
“Better three hours too soon than a 

minute too late.”

Anna Simpson
"He had discovered a great law of human action, 

without knowing it, namely, that, in order to make a 

man or boy covet a thing, it is only necessary to make 

the thing difficult to attain."  Mark Twain

Julia Simpson
"What is life without a little risk." 

J.K. Rowling

Ryan Steele Joshua Truesdale

Megan Olson
“The most important thing is to enjoy your 

life - to be happy - it's all that matters.” 

Audrey Hepburn

Sam Visconti
“It's an ill wind that blows 

nobody any good.”

Ana Wambeke
"Miyax pushed back the hood of her seal-skin 

parka and looked at the Arctic sun.  It was a 

yellow disc in a lime-green sky, the colors of six 

o'clock in the evening and the time when the 

wolves awoke." Jean Craighead George


